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matters concerning the Church; so also there was twice in the year a general assembly of all the shire for matters concerning the Coin in on wealth, wherein without exception all kinds of estates were required to he present; dukes, earls, barons, and so downward of the laity; and especially the Bishop of that diocese among the clergy. For in those days the temporal lords did often sit in synods with the Bishops, and the Bishops in like manner in the courts of the temporally, and were therein not only necessary, but the principal judges themselves. Thus by the laws of king Canutus, " the shyre-gemot (for so the Saxons called this assembly of the whole shire) shall be kept twice a year, and oftener if need require, wherein the Bishop and the alderman of the shire shall be present, the one to teach the laws of GOD, the other the laws of the land." And among the laws of King Henry I. it is ordained ; " first, let the laws of true Christianity (which we call the ecclesiastical) be fully executed with due satisfaction ; then let the pleas concerning the King be dealt with; and lastly, those between party and party: and whomsoever the Church synod shall find at variance, let them either make accord between them in love, or sequester them by their sentence of excommunication." Whereby it appeareth, that ecclesiastical causes were at that time under the cognizance of this court. But these, he says, he takes to be such ecclesiastical causes, as were grounded upon the ecclesiastical laws made by the Kings themselves for the government of the Church (for many such there were in almost every King's reign), and not for matters rising out of the Roman canons which haply were determinable only before the Bishop and his ministers. And the Bishop first gave a solemn charge to the people touching ecclesiastical matters, opening unto them the rights and reverence of the Church, and their duty therein towards GOD and the king, according to the word of GOD. Then the alderman in like manner related unto them the laws of the land, and their duty towards GOD, the king, and commonwealth, according to the rule and tenure thereof. Reliquite Spelm. 13, 53, 54.
The separation of the ecclesiastical from the temporal courts was made by William the Conqueror.    For upon the conquest made by the Normans, the pope took the IT 2